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ABSTRACT

This paper is aimed at an intensive study on thbzation of journals in engineering college libias.
The prime objective of the study is to find out hbe faculty members access and utilize journate Jtudy makes a
comprehensive assessment of the scope and extiet wtilization of journal and factors that havedsing on the use of
available data by the faculty members of engingeciolleges in Nellore District. In this study, ataiéed attempt has been

made to investigate about awareness, frequencyparmbse of journals in engineering college libesi
KEYWORDS: Utilization, Journals, Faculty Members, Engineeri@glleges, ICT Applications.
INTRODUCTION

The information is processed data that is commuaibatransmitted and disseminated from a wide rasfge
sources in various formats to the end users whschvailable in print, electronic, digital and fiethtowards virtual.
Academic libraries play a crucial role in fulfilinthe information needs of users by providing comerarily relevant and
retrospective information to the young minds. Tloeirpals only provide such information and it faeiles the

improvement of quality in academic environments.

Engineering education plays a vital role in the agimg) higher education sector. It expands techrkoalwledge
and training to the people by imparting technicalu@ation and generates opportunities to the neegyplp.
It gives enough knowledge towards performing cartisks. It has made rapid strides because thetificieand

technological advancement reflects the developmedtgrowth of a nation.
Need and Significance of the Study

Journals play a crucial role in enhancing and wimdggrknowledge of faculty members and assists hgduil
necessary information and keep themselves up-®-datheir subject area. This study has been cdaduo know the
utilization of journals by the faculty members afg@neering college libraries in Nellore district Ahdhra Pradesh for
getting the required information and to ascertaimetiver the libraries are enough to provide necgsaad needful

information for faculty members to update theirderaic knowledge.
Scope of the Study

The study is conducted to know how the librariesngineering colleges are updating journal soutceseet the

academic needs of faculty members. The study & @sducted to examine the levels of awarenesstgbornals, the
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frequency of use and purpose of use by the fagukynbers in engineering college libraries. Asst.féasors, Assoc.
Professors and Professors working in 16 engineariligges established on or before 2008 in Nelttistrict only are

considered for the present study.
OBJECTIVES
» To get anidea of gender and designation wise fiacodmbers
* To study the frequency of library visit by the fiigumembers
» To get aware of the availability of journals in fitaries
e To know the frequency of using journals by the facmembers
e To know the purpose of using journals in the liar
REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Numerous studies have been carried out to asseareyize the importance of journals and its uséhbyfaculty
members of higher learning institutions in varigleces in and outside India. The following is tliebaccount of studies
conducted earlier for the last several years.Analsognducted a study on the use of electronic regsuticat medical
respondents stood top with respect to use of airees followed by dental respondents. Nanda andhitsfcstudy on
purpose of using e-journals by research scholatdaoulty members that majority faculty members esgkarch scholars
were using e-journals for research work followedvmjting articles and conference papers. It refleittat e-journals
subscribed by the library are effectively used fesearch work of the university. Sohail and Ahfhagine on the
frequency of using e-resources that majority lipnasers visited the library daily and lowest numbkusers visited two to
three times a week. Wijetundeconducted a study on the purpose of usage ofrefectresources by librarians in
Srilankan Universities. It reveals that the researare mainly used for research followed by podtgate studies and
teaching. Prakash and Chalyaighlight a study on the role of LIS professionaispromoting electronic information
literacy among users. Kaur and Tholkappfaronducted a survey on the library services anititfas of 150 engineering
colleges in Vellore district of Tamil Nadu stateheTstudy reveals that majority respondents viditedibrary and books,
Periodicals were sufficiently available and alse thorary collection was adequate for their neddsst of the users
satisfied with physical facilities available in thébraries but were negative with regard to estgses.Sing and Katarig
describes that majority of research scholars aadltiamembers were aware of e-journals and thegssce-journals for
their research and development work. Anil Kumar &utla Redd} study reveal that less number of research scholars
visited the library for accessing e-journals. Majoof research scholars refer to print journals theeir research work.
Dilrukshi™® attempts a survey on the online journal usagel dfi@ fourth year undergraduates of agricultur&inLankan
Universities, reported that 52% prefer online jalsnwhile the remaining 48% prefer printed journdlse study further
recognized that the absence of training in usinlinerresources, lack of time to engage in searching to heavy
workload, poor knowledge of online journals, andklaf computer facilities for faculty affected thusage of online
journals. The author recommended comprehensiveiriggiand awareness programmes, allocation of tionese the
library, and increased library facilities in thectiédty. Islam Khaf® depicts that students and research scholars @ogess
e-journals for their study and research. NishaAlntl study reveal that e-journals were used for updatimowledge and

also used for their research work, publishing papamreparing assignments, presentations, and sesnie&s.
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Shukla and Mishr4 examine that research scholars prefer e-resoagaisst print resources because of its various good
features for their good research progress and aaieng in future to have more e-resources accesisinvuniversity
campus with better internet connectivity. Hamadd Saud® study reveal that majority respondents prefer@atrjal
articles, web pages, and books but despite thdailiy of electronic resources and full-text dadges, the majority
preferred print forms in contrast to less numberesipondents preferred electronic resources. Madtau® opines that
number of users use e-resources for research aé ih a clear need to increase subscription to inkSerial.
The study recommends that subscription to moreresdurces, training and infrastructure developmegtter promotion

and awareness programmes.
METHODOLOGY

The study was conducted to assess faculty memibetiseoutilization of journals in engineering cokelipraries
in Nellore district. Out of various methods adopfed the survey, questionnaire method was followedvhich all the
guestions prepared well in advance relevant toptiesent study. A stratified simple random technigquaes adopted for
distribution of questionnaires among three designatof faculty members i.e. Asst. Professors, As&rofessors and

Professors working in all engineering colleges.

The sample respondents were selected for the presety from the total faculty members (1250) cstisg of
Asst. Professors (730), Assoc. Professors (350)Rantessors (170) who is approximately in 4:2:1portion and the
sample was drawn accordingly. A sample of 825 (6646llty members is drawn from the total facultypplation.
The researcher distributed 825 questionnaires ishgially to the faculty members and 649 (78.7%géllin questionnaires

were received with the necessary feedback.

The collected data were presented in the form lbeta Chi-square values were calculated whereveessary.

At the end, citations are referenced following #tmeerican Psychological Association (APA) style
ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSIONS

The collected data was analyzed based on thensspavere given by the faculty members and thelesioos

were drawn. Careful attention has been paid tattaysis by employing adequate sample techniques.

Nowadays both male and female are working togetsimet working equally in all walks of life. The women
professionals are also outstanding in teaching resdarch. The below table shows different male fenthle faculty

members working with designations at various ergying colleges.

Table 1: Gender & Designation wise Distribution ofRespondents

Designation CEmetEy
Male Female | Total(N=649)
Assistant Professor 255(63.9) 188(75)2) 443(68.3)
Associate Professor 86(21.6 51(20.4) 137(21.1
Professor 58(14.5) 11(4.4) 69(10.6)
Total 399(100) | 250(100) 649(100)

Notdtumbers in parentheses denote percentages

It is evident from the above table that majoritgpendents (68.3%) working in engineering colleges Asst.

Professors followed by Assoc. Professors (21.1%) #re lowest number of respondents is Professofs6%d).
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It is also observed that the majority male respatsl@re Asst. Professors (63.9%) and the lowestbeurof female
respondents are Professors (4.4%). It is understioatdmale faculty members are more in number lireagjineering

colleges.
It can be concluded that majority respondents @83 ®orking in engineering colleges are Asst. Prades.

Faculty members visit the library frequently be@auke library is a place where all types of currand
retrospective information are available in theriaof journals, newsletters, magazines, reportskd@dc. The following

table gives the frequency of library visit by tlaedlty members.

Table 2: Frequency of Library Visit

Gender Designation
Library visit Male Female stfistant ,Fb;ssfo Gl Professor (J Oéilg)
rofessor rofessor =
(N=339) | (N=250) (N=443) (N=137) (N=69)
Daily 226(56.6) | 121(48.4 233(52.6 67(48.9) 47168.| 347(53.5)
Twice in a week 59(14.8) 46(18.4 68(15.3 26(19.0)11(15.9) | 105(16.2)
Once in a week 104(26.1] 80(32.0) 131(29.6) 42(30.7 11(15.9) 184(28.4)
Rarely 10(2.5) 3(1.2) 11(2.5) 2(1.5) 0(.0) 13(2.0)
Total 399(100) | 250(100) | 443(100) | 137(100) | 69(100) | 649(100)

NoteNumbers in parentheses denote percentages

6.411 (p=0.093) df= 3 TV = 7Nt Significant
1.656 (p=0.647) df= 3 TV.81 Not Significant
8.355 (p=0.039) df= 3 TV.81 Significant at 0.05 level.

8.165 (p=0.04) df= 3 T\Bd7Significant at 0.05 level

2 (Male— Female)

¥2 (Asst. — Associate )
¥2 (Asst. — Professor)
¥2 (Assoc. — Professor)

It is observed from the above table that majomrtypondents (53.5%) visit the library daily followley 28.4% of
respondents visit once in a week and lowest nurobeespondents (2%) rarely visit the library. A 8antrend can be
observed in the case of male respondents (56.6%)weit daily followed by 26.1% respondents vigiice in a week and
similarity can be observed in female respondenis.dlso observed in the case of all three detigmathat majority Asst.
Professors (52.6%) visit the library daily and ajua percentage of Professors (15.9%) visit theafijptwice in a week

and once in a week.

It is proved by the Chi-square value, which is sighificant at 0.05 level with 3degrees of freeddinat there is
no difference between male and female respondeéydst. Professors and Assoc. Professors. Howevergtis a
significant difference at 0.05 level with 3 degresfsfreedom between Asst. Professors and Professods Assoc.

Professors and Professors regarding frequencysitfteithe library.
A thorough study of the table reveals that majartypondents (53.5%) visit the library daily.

Faculty members should aware of what kind of jolaravailable in the library and how it is useful their

academic, research and professional developmeatb@&low table brief the journals availability hetr libraries.
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Table 3: Awareness on the Availability of Journals

Designation _
Respons Assistant Professor (N=443 Associate Professor (N=137 Professor (N=69) heteel (NEEAR)
Yes 361 (81.5) 120(87.6) 60(87.0) 541(83.4)
No 82 (18.5) 17 (12.4) 9 (13.0) 108 (16.6)
Total 443 (100) 137 (100) 69 (100) 649 (100)
Note: Numbers in parentheses denote percentages
12 (Asst. — Associate ) 2.752 (p=0.097) df= 1 T3.84 Not Significant
x2 (Asst. -Professor) 1 1.221 (p=0.269) df= 1 TV.88Not Significant
x2 (Associate. — Professor : 0.017 (p=0.896) dEV1= 3.84 Not Significant

It is evident from the above table that majorityspendents (83.4%) replied in the affirmative abthe
availability of journals in their libraries and tesf them (16.6%) came out with a negative respoltse also observed in
the case of all three categories of faculty memibeas Assoc. Professors (87.6%) are more in thebeurwho are
affirmative on the availability of journals. Thewest number of Assoc. Professors (12.4%) replieghiiecly on the

availability of journals in their respective libres.

The results of Chi-Square test are found to bésttatlly not significant at 0.05 levels with 1 deg of freedom
which indicates that there is no difference amolhgheee categories of faculty members regardirg dlwvareness on the

availability of journals in their libraries.

It can be concluded from the above analysis, tligh Ipercentage of respondents (83.4) is awarehef t

availability of journals in their respective libres.

Faculty members are mostly depending upon varioushls for latest developments in their field ofdy. The following

table shows the frequency of using national angriational journals for their necessary information

Table 4: Frequency of using Journals

S Assistant Professor | Associate Professor Professor Grand Total
Level (N=443 N=137) (N=69) (N= 649
F R N F R N F R N F R N
. 263 152 28 83 49 5 41 25 3 387 226 36
National

(59.4) | (34.3)| (6.3) | (60.6)| (35.8)| (3.6) | (59.4)| (36.2) | (4.3) | (59.6)| (34.8)| (5.5)
188 | 196 59 56 76 5 35 26 8 279 | 298 72
(42.4) | (44.2)| (13.3)| (40.9) | (55.5)| (3.6) | (50.7) | (37.7) | (11.6) | (43.0)| (45.9) | (11.1)

Note: Numbers in parentheses denote percentages F-Ftgque R- Rarely N-Never

International

The above table describes that majority respond@9t€%) frequently use the national journals wheré5.9%
of respondents rarely go for international journdl$.1% of respondents never prefer internatiooatrjals. A similar

trend can be observed in three categories of relguis, viz., Asst. Professors, Assoc. Professatfaofessors.

It can be concluded that majority respondents @9 .Bequently use national journals and the sigaift number
of respondents (45.9%) rarely use internationatrjals. A significant number of respondents are frequently using
journals so that all the librarians should motivitie faculty members to enhance the frequency afeigournals by

converting the rare users into frequent users.

Faculty members visit the library for different poses to obtain necessary and needful informalibe. below

table provides information about the purpose ofigigpurnals by the faculty members.
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Table 5: Purpose of Using Journals

DesymeElion Grand Total
Purpose Assistant Professor| Associate Professor Professor (N=649)
(N = 443) (N=137) (N =69)
Information Seeking 115(25.96) 49(35.77) 20(28.99) 184(28.35)
Update subject knowledge 71(16.03) 27(19.71) 19@)5 109(16.8)
Career development 73(16.48) 14(10.22) 17(24.64) 4(1802)
Personal Research Work 48(10.84) 9(6.57) 5(7.25) (9.63)
Preparation for course wor 42(9.48) 15(10.95) FHA. 60(9.24)
Papers for Seminars/ Conf 39(8.80) 10(7.30) 6(8.70 55(8.47)
Up-to-date Information 21(4.74) 5(3.65) 3(4.35 24(7)
Guide the students projects 34(7.67) 8(5.84) 4{(5.80 46(7.09)

Note:Numbers in parentheses denote percentages

The above table states that the significant nunmdferespondents (28.35%) are using journals for isgek
information followed by 16.8% of the respondentg asing for updating subject knowledge and leashber of

respondents (4.47%) are using for up-to-date in&pion.

It is also observed that a substantial number ofd3sors (28.99%) are using journals for seekirfigrimation
followed by 24.64% of respondents for Career dguaient. The considerable number of Assoc. Profeq8ar.77%) are
also visiting for seeking information followed b®.¥1% of respondents using for update subject kedgd and also a
good number of Asst. Professors (25.96) are cdnguljournals for information seeking followed by .48% of
respondents for career development. It is also rgbdethat the least number of Asst. Professors4f4)7 Assoc.

Professors (3.65%) and Professors (4.35%) are kinggjournals for getting up-to-date information.

It can be concluded that the significant numberredpondents (28.35%) are using journals for seeking

information.
FINDINGS

* Majority respondents are Asst. Professors (68.3%iking in all engineering colleges followed by Askde

Professors.
» Majority respondents (53.5%) visit the library evey.
e Majority respondents (62.9%) frequently visit thwdries to refer books and newspapers.
» Most of the respondents (83.4%) are aware of tdahility of journals in their respective librasie

* Majority respondents (54.5%) frequently refer jalsfimagazines to get updated with the latest irddion on

their specialization.
» Asignificant number of respondents (28.35%) r@dernals for seeking information.
RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the analysis and findings of the study following recommendations are made for bettéiration of

journals including print and e-sources by the facmembers in their respective engineering colldgaries.
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It is evident from the analysis that even in thgitdl information environment, the majority of thespondents
visit the library daily for reading books, journatnd newspapers. A significant number of respotsdeisits the library
twice in a week and once a week. Proper meashmegdsbe initiated for enhancing library usage drigl suggested that
all the libraries should equip with the latest eotlon of books and journals covering all discipénin the libraries. Library

staff should concentrate on improving the servieedards to enhance the usage of libraries.
CONCLUSIONS

Journals play a crucial role in disseminating tatedt information in various fields especially ingaeering,
science, and technology. Engineering college liesaare expected to offer cost-effective and rédiagervice by using
state of the art technology tools. The presentitagries expand their services to the remote udérs libraries make an
attempt to promote the reading habits among usemumity for teaching and research in their areaspafialization.
ICT in all walks of life is influencing for a posie impact on the users of higher education espgéraengineering and

technical education.
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